EEAME NEWS

Rwandan pall 'not entirely fair'
European Union observers say Rwanda's presidential election was " not entirely” freeand
fair.

However, the head of the EU observers, Colette Flesch, said it was "an important step in the
democratic process'.

President Paul Kagame won 95% of the vote but opposition candidate Faustin Twagiramungu has
rejected the results.

The vote was Rwanda's first democratic €l ections since the 1994 genocide in which 800,000
people were killed.

Earlier, Mr Kagame told the BBC there was no truth in Mr Twagiramungu's allegations, and the
people of Rwandawere not complaining.

"Peoplein Rwanda are very happy about the elections," he said.
Mr Kagame added that his victory would provide the country with a platform for stability.
Unifying vote

Ms Flesch suggested that some ballot boxes may have been stuffed and some EU observers had
not been welcomed as votes were counted.

"There wasillegal manipulation of thelist (of voters), as seen in the significant differencesin
numbers of people on voters lists and number of counted ballot papers in some polling stations,”
shesaid.

"Thereis till work to be done in terms of credibility, transparency and freedom of expression.”
Earlier, the South African observer mission said the election had been free and fair.

Mr Kagameis an ethnic Tutsi who led the rebel movement which ended the daughter of the Tuts
minority and moderate Hutus by Hutu extremists.

He has been credited by both the Tuts and Hutu communities with promoting ethnic
reconciliation after the genocide.

Challenges

Critics say the opposition was virtually excluded from campaigning.



Mr Twagiramungu is a moderate Hutu former prime minister.

On the eve of the poll, 12 of his supporters were arrested for allegedly planning to "co-ordinate
acts of violence" in the provinces.



